SUMMARY
At a joint Japan-United States conference held at North Carolina State University in Raleigh, North Carolina, U. S. A., on November 14 and 15, 1985, a proposal was presented to the Americans suggesting the formation of a Society that would include in its charter a liaison with the Japan Society of Precision Engineering. The Americans present appointed an informal organizing committee with a directive to determine the interest in such a Society and to propose a method for its formation if sufficient interest was found.
The committee drafted and circulated a questionnaire. The results indicated sufficient interest to form a new, independent American Society of precision Engineering. A non-profit corporation has been established and the first conference was organized and held on November 5, 6 and 7, 1986, in Dallas, Texas. Concurrently, an invitation for applications for charter membership was circulated which has resulted in approximately one hundred charter members. The informal organizing committee disbanded at the Dallas Conference and was replaced by an elected interim Board of Directors. Another conference is scheduled for November 4, 5, and 6, 1987, in Columbus, Ohio, at which time it is planned to elect a permanent Board and officers and adopt a constitution.
FORWARD
The author wishes to thank JSPE for the invitation to submit this report. The new Society is still the concept of only a small number of people. It is like a newborn salmon which has a very long way to go to reach the ocean where it can hope to grow to adulthood.
It has the help of the water flowing toward the ocean but little else. The first official conference of the ASPE was successfully conducted as planned. The attendance number eighty-eight. Twenty-eight presentations were made. Copies of the published abstracts and program can be obtained from Dr. Dow's office at NCSU. At the conference, in a meeting of all dues-paid charter members, the organizing committee recommended that an interim board of directors be elected and that committees be formed to draft a consitution and bylaws be drafted for acceptance by the membership at the next conference, to plan the next conference, to nominate candidates for officers, and to solicit additional members. In other business, the membership approved the expenditure of funds to establish an electronic mail system for the Society.
BACKGROUND

FUTURE
Until the constitution and bylaws are completed, the interim Board of Directors is operating on temporary procedures which includes acceptance to membership any person with an interest in the field of precision engineering. The organizing committee hopes that the Society's membership will include scientists and engineers from all fields as well as industrial users of precision engineering technology. It is further hoped that the Society will serve as a means to promote further development of precision engineering, its dissemination through education and training, and its exploitation by science and industry.
The present growth of interest in precision engineering in the United States is such that, in addition to the foundation of the ASPE, some of the existing societies have formed or wish to form subsidiary groups to address the interests of their membership.
The Society of Photo-optical Instrumentation Engineers (SPIE) has formed a special working group and the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) and the Society of Manufacturing Engineers (SME) have indicated that they would like to do the same. Indeed, the question of whether the ASPE shall remain separate and independent or become part of one of the existing societies will probaby be examined again in the future.
